
 

V-mail or Victory mail, was a valuable tool for the military during World War II.  

Photographs were taken of the original letters and these were scaled down (made 

smaller) and put onto something called microfilm.   

V-mail ensured that thousands of tons of shipping space could be saved for other 

war materials. 

American servicemen in Shipdham wrote thousands of letters to their family and 

friends using V-mail.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Your task is to pretend that you are an American serviceman living at 

Shipdham airbase. Use all the information you have learnt to write a 

piece of V-mail home to America.  

• You should be imaginative and creative in your writing. No-one would 

wants to get a REALLY BORING letter home! 

• You must try and write clearly, using full sentences, capital letters, 

full stops and lots of interesting adjectives.  

• You should include information about: 

• Life in England 

• The weather 

• The countryside 

• The buildings 

• The food 

• The English people (friendly?  Grumpy?) 

• Life on an airbase 

• Friends that you have made 

• What you do in your spare time 

• What Shipdham village is like 

• Your hopes for the future 

• Your fears about the war 

• Flying in a war zone 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


