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Now the Story is Told –  

What have you learned from the play? 

One of the reasons we read books, watch plays, films & telev ision programmes is that we learn about other people and 

ourselves without having to have the experiences they have. Another reason is that we are able to think about ‘big ideas’ 

such as prejudice and what we think about them. 

Identifying ‘Big Ideas’. In this play some of the ‘big ideas’ are: 

1) Prejudice – Judging people before you know them because of their faith, ethnicity, gender, disability or 

appearance. Give 3 examples of this in the play and explain your thinking. 

2)  Love – there are lots of different types of Love – friendship, romantic, parents for children & brothers and sisters.  

Give 3 examples of different types of love in the play and explain your thinking. 

3) The play is set in 2020. Decide –  

Where the setting would be? Why would you set it there? 

Who would play the different characters – famous actors alive now and why? 

4) Write the story behind a new play – using the same characters. 

What has happened to them? Where are they? Did life go well for them or not? What are they doing? 

 

Did Shylock get a job? Did Portia and Bassiano have a happy marriage? Did Antonio and Bassiano stay friends? 

Did Shylock forgive Jessica? Did Jessica come home to help her father? Did Antonio continue to be a merchant?  

Use your exercise book of the Merchant of …………. sheet. (The gap is for you to put your own setting in.) 

 

 

 

 


