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Getting to know the Story in more Depth. 

Now you’ve spent some time with the two female characters in this play I hope you 

have some interesting thoughts about them. 

My thoughts are that Portia is a strong educated young woman. She knows what she 

wants but is willing to take the risk of the wrong suitor choosing the right casket set in 

her fathers will. She trusts Nerissa with her thinking and later with her plans.  

Nerissa is a thoughtful and understanding servant. She speaks with Portia as if they 

are friends and maybe even equals. But she knows she is a servant and can never be 

equal as she is Shylocks daughter and therefore Jewish. 

It was usual for Jewish people to have prejudice shown to them at this time and they 

were treated very badly. Now we know this is wrong and know all people should be 

treated equally and with respect whatever their faith or ethnicity. 

 

 

 

 

 


