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Getting to know the Story in more Depth. 

Scene 3:Antonio can’t access his own money until his ships return safely from sea, so he borrows the money from the Jewish moneylender Shylock, 

whom he has prev iously treated very badly. Shylock agrees to lend the money but only on the basis that if the loan is not repaid he will be entitled to a 

pound of Antonio’s flesh.  

SHYLOCK  

Shall I bend low and in a bondman’s key,  

With bated breath and whisp’ring humbleness,  

 Say this: ‘Fair sir, you spat on me on Wednesday last;  

You spurned me such a day; another time  

You called me dog, and for these courtesies 

 I’ll lend you thus much moneys’?  

ANTONIO 

 I am as like to call thee so again,  

To spit on thee again, to spurn thee too.  

If thou wilt lend this money, lend it not 

 As to thy friends, for when did friendship take 

 A breed of barren metal of his friend?  

But lend it rather to thine enemy. 

 

 

This is a really important scene because it shows us how 

Shylock is treated by Antonio and others. 

1) What did Antonio do to Shylock on Wednesday? 

2) What has Antonio done to Shylock before? What 

does this tell us about Antonio’s attitude to Shylock? 

3) Does Antonio feel sorry for doing these thigs to 

Shylock? 

4) What does this tell you about Antonio? How can he 

be so kind to Bassanio and so unkind to Shylock? 

5) Why does he take this huge risk? 

6) Now act it out – What is Shylock feeling? Anger, 

resentment, hatred? How would Antonio be 

standing – what will he be thinking about Shylocks 

words, how will this make him sound?  

You could try recording your performance and 

sending it to me! 


