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Getting to know the Story in more Depth. 

Scene 5: Shylock’s daughter Jessica is secretly planning to run away with a Christian, Lorenzo. She dresses as a boy and 

escapes while her father is out for dinner, stealing Shylock’s money and his jewels, including her dead mother’s ring.  

LORENZO  

So you are, sweet,  

Even in the lovely garnish of a boy. 

 But come at once, 

 For the close night doth play the runaway, 

 And we are stayed for at Bassanio’s feast. 

 JESSICA 

 I  will make fast the doors and gild myself  

With some more ducats, and be with you straight. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Oh my goodness! 

Shakespeare has portrayed Shylock as a man who 

is full of hate and wants revenge against all the 

people who have treated him badly but he loves 

his daughter Nerissa. She is his most precious 

possession - his wife died long ago. 

How do you think he will feel when he finds out: 

 Nerissa has run away 

 She has been seeing a Christian 

 That she has stolen from him – taking his 

wife’s ring 

 That she has run away to marry a Christian 

 That she has been planning this for a long 

time 

 Make some notes about how Shylock is 

feeling to use later when you write a letter to 

Nerissa. 


