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Scene 4 gives us the next step in the story for Portia and Bassanio and also her maid Nerissa and 

her husband to be Gratiano. 

All is well for them, Bassanio has the money he needs, borrowed from Antonio, to woo Portia. He 

has chosen the correct casket and everything seems right in the world. 

Jessica, Shylock’s daughter, is also happy as she prepares to marry her Christian husband to be 

Lorenzo. What could possibly go wrong? 

Writing task: 

Before you read the next scene I want you to think about Bassanio. 

 He has had a whirlwind few days. He has asked his friend for a loan, although he already owes him money 

so he can woo Port ia and show her he is her equal since she is rich. 

 His friend has had to borrow money from the hated money lender Shylock and has entered into a terrible 

bond – he will lose his home if he can’t repay Shylock.  

 He has chosen the correct casket in the riddle to marry Port ia and he is preparing for their wedding. 

You are going to write a diary entry, as if you are Bassanio, detailing the last few days. Remember to include facts 

about the events, how you feel about each event and what you are worried about. Include strong vocabulary 

choices and use all your grammar skills. I’ve written an example to get you started. 

 

 

 


