
     

Thomas Bullock CE Primary Academy 

English – Shakespeare Unit – Merchant of Venice. 

Home Learning – Year 5 –27th April – page 1 

Getting to know the Story in more Depth. 

Ok, so what do you think about Antonio now? 

He seems to really hate Shylock. It  was common at the t ime for Christ ians to hate Jews, and it  seems that it is only 

made worse by Shylock being a money lender. At that time, it  was forbidden for Christ ians to lend money and 

charge interest for lending and so Jewish people provided this service.  

What about Shylock?  

He feels really oppressed by the people who want him to provide money lending and despise him because of his 

faith. He hates Antonio because of this and the way he has been treated so badly by him. Suddenly he has the 

chance for revenge and Antonio is going to be the person who is punished for all the prejudice Jewish people 

experience. 

What happens next? 

So were going to re-join the story with the next step for Portia and Nerrisa – they’re 

getting married! 

Thankfully Bassaino has chosen the correct casket! 

 

 

 

 

 


