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The Law Wins!

Scene 8: Shylock'’s claim to his pound of fleshis heard in the law court before the Duke. Disguised as a man, Portia argues
that Shylock is entitled to his pound of flesh but he must not spill a drop of Antonio’s blood, and he must cut exactly one
pound of flesh, not an ounce more or less.

She then says that Shylock should forfeit his life for having conspired against the life of a Venetian.
PORTIA : Tarry a little, there is something else.
This bond doth give thee here no jot of blood,
The words expressly are ‘a pound of flesh’.

Portia’s knowledge of the law demonstrates how clever she is, she is able to prevent disaster by using her knowledge
thoughtfully and creatively.

1) IsPortiathe cleverest personin the roome Why does she hav e to dress as aman?

2) How must Anfonio be feeling?

3) How must Shylock be feeling?

4) Wouldthey both be feeling differently if they knew Portia was really a mang How would they react?e
5) lsitfair for her to ask for Shylock to be killed2 Why/why not?

6) Everythingseemswell, the problemis solved, orisite Which parts of the story are yet to be resolved?

Answer these questionsin your exercise book or on the recording sheet called ‘The Law Wins!’




