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What will the Duke do? 

Scene 9: The Duke pardons Shylock on condition that he gives half his wealth to Antonio and half to the state. Antonio gives 

up his half on the condition that Shylock converts to Christianity and leaves all his property to his daughter Jessica and her 

Christian lover, Lorenzo.  

DUKE  

For half thy wealth, it is Antonio’s,  

The other half comes to the general state,  

Which humbleness may drive unto a fine.  

SHYLOCK  

Nay, take my life and all. 

 Pardon not that.  

You take my house when you do take the prop  

That doth sustain my house. 

 You take my life  

When you do take the means whereby I live. 

 

 

 

 

The Duke of Venice was the ruler at that time. He had 

total power over the law of Venice. 

1) What has he decided to take from Shylock? 

2) Where will it go? 

3) I s it a fair decision in your opinion? Why/why not? 

4) How does Shylock react? 

5) Why does he respond in this way? 

6) What do you think, should have been the 

Judgement? 

7) What do you think will happen to Shylock if this 

judgement is carried out? 

Answer these questions in your exercise book or on the 

recording page – ‘The Judgement.’ 


