
Plum, by Tony Mitton 

Plum 

Don't be so glum, 

plum. 

Don't feel beaten. 

You were made  

to be eaten. 

But don't you know 

that deep within, 

beneath your juicy flesh 

and flimsy skin, 

you bear a mystery, 

you hold the key, 

you have the making of 

a whole new tree. 

 

Questions 

1.  What do you think the poem is about? 

 

2. Is there any vocabulary that you do not understand?  For example, 

glum, flimsy, bear and mystery.  Find out the meaning of any 

unknown words. 

 

3. Can you find any rhyming words? 

 

4. What does the author mean by ‘you hold the key?’  Clue:  Think 

about what is in the middle of a plum, what it is and what it can 

do). 

 

 



5. What is the author showing when he is talking to the plum?  For 

example, is he being friendly, kind and showing compassion?  

Why do you think this? (Think about how the plum may be feeling). 

 

6. Do you think the author is talking to the plum as if it is a person?  

This is known as personification (talking to or referring to objects 

as if they were people). 

 

7. Have a go at performing the poem yourself.   

 

 


