
Thursday Science – make a sundial to investigate the movement of the Earth during 

the day and the way that shadows change during the day. 

 

 

 

 

Before you begin, make a prediction of what the shadows will look like at different 

times of the day, and then see if you are right. Which way will the sun appear to 

move? Does it matter whether you point your sundial North, South, East or West? 

Why/why not? 

Why are sundials not always accurate or useful? 

If you tried this activity again at a different time of year, would your times be in the 

same place? Why/why not? 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Here are some pictures of other alternative ways that you could make your sundial – get creative! 

How about a rainbow or sunflower themed sundial? Or one that uses the school logo?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Alternatively, you can print out a template from today’s other files, and the instructions for that are here (but it’s 

much less interesting than the ideas above!): 

 

 



 


