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THE STORY IN TEN SCENES  

Scene 1: Antonio, the Merchant of Venice, agrees to lend his friend Bassanio three thousand ducats so that Bassanio can woo Portia 

of Belmont. 

 BASSANIO  

To you, Antonio, I owe the most in money and in love, 

 And from your love I have a warranty  

To unburden all my plots and purposes  

How to get clear of all the debts I owe.  

ANTONIO  

... My purse, my person, my extremest means,  

Lie all unlocked to your occasions. 

Answer these questions:  

1) Where is Venice? What is a Merchant? What are ducats? 

2) Bassanio says ‘How to get clear of all the debts I owe.’ What does this tell you about Bassaino? 

3) Bassanio tells us he already owes Antonio money, so why has Antonio loaned Bassanio the money? Is it a good idea to make the 

loan? 

4) Act out the scene – how will Bassanio speak his lines – is he pleading, grateful or desperate? What about Antonio? 

 

 

 

 


