Fractions Investigation
How Many Ways?

Aim: Equipment: @
To investigate ways of making % « A4 paper

« Scissors /

* Pencil
Problem:

Rashid was talking to his friend, Toby. ‘l can cut this He takes another piece of paper and cuts it in half
paper in half two different ways, said Rashid.He takes vertically. Rashid says, "You cannot cut the paper in
his paper and cuts it in half horizontally. half in any other way.’

Is Rashid correct? Can you cut the paper in half another way? Investigate.

Fractions Investigation — Answer.

This investigation encourages children to think carefully about making two equal parts. It also allows them
to measure accurately and use their reasoning skills to justify what they have found.

Here are some ways that you can find % of a piece of paper. What did the children find? Collect evidence
of their thinking. Ideas for this could be: photographs, post it notes, children’s drawings, thought bubbles.
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