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Important Events in the Battle for Power

Key Words

absolute monarchy the monarch has total power 

constitutional monarchy the government runs the country

government group of people who run the country

heir the person next in line to the throne 

hereditary passed down in the family 

human rights rights that belong to every person

justice fair treatment

monarch king or queen 

parliament group of elected people who check  
the work the government does

Prime Minister in charge of the government

reign time ruling as a monarch

Kings and Queens since 1066 timeline
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England has been ruled by kings and 
queens for many years. Queen Elizabeth II 
is queen of the United Kingdom today.

Today the Prime Minister and the government run the country. 
Monarchs in the past have had more power. Over the years, kings 
and queens have battled for power — fighting against each other, 
against the people, and against the government. 

Battle of Hastings 1066

Magna Carta 1215

Church of England 1534

Gunpowder Plot 1605

The Glorious Revolution 
1688–89 

First Prime Minister 1721

The First Parliament 1264

Spanish Armada 1588

English Civil War 1642–51

The Bill of Rights 1689

Domesday Book 1085


