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NEWSLETTER
24th June 2022
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of Thomas Bullock
Another sunny week at Thomas Bullock has seen several excellent opportunities for our children to take their
learning outside into our vast outdoor learning spaces. We will also be excited to reveal our new courtyard, due to
be completed next week, which will encourage even further outdoor learning.
It is always a delight to encounter the wonderful learning in our school and this week I was enamoured by the
incredible transformation of our Nursery pupils into school-ready transitioning reception pupils. This morning we
were very pleased to be able to welcome our upcoming September reception students including our own Nursery
pupils into our setting alongside their parent/ carers for the first time in three years and we have included some
photos below. It was a wonderful opportunity for us to begin integrating our new joiners into our school and
delightful to observe our pupils exploring our EYFS outdoor area and classroom. This was followed by an
information session led by Mrs Marjoram, our EYFS Leader. We already have some budding artists who have left us
some creations to display ahead of their start in September and some keen Mathematicians. Our transition sessions
are set to continue from next week and we look forward to welcoming the children again soon.
On Monday, Mrs Ward and I spent a few hours out of school attending the Schools Sustainability conference at the
UEA. We have made a trust-wide promise to be Net-Zero by 2030 so it was exciting to see what actions have been
put in place across our county and by our gas, water and electricity service providers to help us to meet this
challenge. What was wonderful to hear and see was that specialists were suggesting the improvements, we have
already made, to increase insects and wildlife, by developing our farm, wildflower garden, forest school and
environment. Over the coming months we will look to work more strongly at how our Eco-Council and community
can support us to improve recycling, usage and transport. We welcome your help and support.
Have a wonderful weekend.

Shining Lights of the Week!
Antarctica Class (yr R)

The Whole Class for their wonderful work and innovations of the
Gingerbread Man story – their ideas were amazing!

Oceania Class (yr 1)

Jessica for her brilliant perseverance skills this week with all her work,
particularly when writing questions in English.
Theo for the amazing knowledge he retained in our history topic and
his hard work he put into his final piece of writing to show what he had
learnt.
Esme for always bringing her focus, positivity, and curiosity to every
lesson. She has worked especially hard in English this week and has
produced some excellent work.
Isaac for his excellent effort in all his assessments. Isaac has taken a
calm approach to his work and made improvements in all areas. Well
done!
Niall for the fantastic effort he put into his assessments – he made
progress in every area and performed especially well in maths – very
nearly achieving a hat trick of perfect scores!
Todd has really applied himself this week, particularly working hard in
his English work, producing a high quality and well-presented leaflet
and newspaper report.

Africa Class (yr 2)

Europe Class (yr 3)

S. America Class (yr 4)

Asia Class (yr 5)

N. America Class (yr 6)

WOW MOMENTS!
Ellsie (yr 1) moved up a group in swimming and managed to swim half a mile without stopping!
Taylor (yr 5) and his teammates came second out of 56 teams from around the UK in a football
tournament.
Robin (yr 5) was selected to represent the Norfolk under 11 team at the Inter-County
Tournament in Hertfordshire last Saturday, where his team came in 3rd place.
Edward (yr6) was awarded Players’ Player of the Year, Manager’s Player of the Year and joint
Parents’ Player of the Year at his football club’s end of season presentation.

.

Please remember to continue to send in your WOW moments for achievements out of school
https://forms.gle/DV4RoVbQGpijcUMV7
The week’s overall attendance – 95.1%

OUR KEY LEARNING QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK
Year Group
1
2
3
4
5
6

Half Term Key Learning Question
What do people do at the seaside today?
How did Nelson Mandela fight against racism?
What was the Golden Age of Greece?
What are the states of the USA and how do their
populations vary?
How did Baghdad become a centre of learning?
How have people protested for gender equality?

Oceania Class (yr 1)
The class made the most of the sunny weather and got outdoors for their science lesson one
afternoon this week. As part of their topic on plants they went on a wildflower and common garden
plant hunt. They identified lots of different wildflowers including daisies and buttercups. They also
had a great time at Forest School!

Europe Class (yr 3)
In Europe class the children have been looking
at the function of a stem. We carried out an
experiment, adding different coloured food dye
to the water of white roses. We are excited to
find out the results!

Antarctica Class (yr R)
The children have learnt about Andy Goldsworthy this week, an environmentalist and artist who
uses natural materials to create pictures for photography and sculptures. They looked at lots of
the different sculptures he has made and discussed what they thought and knew he had used to
make them.

South America Class (yr 4)
In Science this week, the class have looked at building circuits and the different components
needed to make a circuit work efficiently. They discussed how each part is vital for the circuit to
work. In PSHE this week, the class looked at the 5 primary feelings and how to understand and
control them. They acted out scenarios to show how a person may appear when experiencing this
feeling. The children learnt breathing techniques to control emotions to support them in differing
situations.

UNIFORM ORDERING
The last date for ordering uniform to ensure delivery before the end of
term is Friday 8th July. Forms are available on the school website or
from the school office.

FOSS SUMMER FETE
The friends would be grateful for some extra help at the fete on
Saturday July 9th. If you feel you can help in anyway, please
contact them through their Facebook page, email –
friendsofshipdhamschool@gmail.com or catch Kaz Mason at
drop off/pick up times.

Thank you!

The Big Norfolk Holiday Fun programme
is back for summer!
The Big Norfolk Holiday Fun (BNHF) activity programme provides holiday
activities for children and young people aged 5-16 (or 4 if your child is
slightly younger but in school) in Norfolk.
It is run in partnership with Norfolk County Council.
Following a hugely successful Easter programme, the summer
programme will take place between 25th July – 5th September 2022.
Those who are eligible for means-tested free school meals can claim free
spaces on the activities, whilst paid spots are available on many activities
for those who don’t.
For more information click on the following link
https://www.activenorfolk.org/public/bignorfolkholidayfun/
This year it is even easier for families eligible for means tested free
school meals to book on to activities. Instead of needing a HAF code to
book, eligible parents just need to enter the name of their child’s school
during the booking process.

2022/2023 TERM DATES
School closure dates in red
School open dates in green
Autumn Term
Inset Days – 1st & 2nd September
Monday 5th September – Friday 21st October
Half term – Monday 24th October – Friday 28th October
Monday 31st October – Friday 16th December
Christmas – Monday 19th December – Tuesday 3rd January
Spring Term
Inset Day Tuesday 3rd January
Wednesday 4th January – Friday 10th February
Half term – Monday 13th February – Friday 17th February
Monday 20th February – Friday 31st March
Easter holiday – Monday 3rd April – Monday 17th April
Summer Term
Inset Day – Monday 17th April
Tuesday 18th April – Friday 26th May
Bank holiday – Monday 1st May
Half term – Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June
Inset Day – 5th June
Tuesday 6th June – Friday July 21st

DIARY DATES
June
29th June – 1st July – Year 6 Residential to Eaton Vale
30th Norfolk Show – Years 3, 4 and 5.
July
6th July Year R trip to Gressenhall (note change of date)
9th FOSS Summer Fete 12 – 3pm
11th Year 1 Trip to Wells Heritage Centre and Beach
12th July Year 3 Redgrave and Lopham Fen
14th Sports Day
14th Yr 6 Production 6pm
15th FOSS End of Year Children’s Disco (KS1 5pm-6.00pm, KS2 6.15pm7.30pm)
15th Yr 6 BBQ – 5pm – 6.15pm
18th Race for Life (change of date)
19th Year 6 Leavers Service and Awards at All Saints Church at 2pm
21st Move up Day
22nd Year R to 5 Awards Assembly and party afternoon
22nd July – Last day of term.
*New addition to calendar

The Ark Nursery Newsletter
A typical day in our Nursery
Morning jobs and
register (fine motor
activity / name writing /
phonics recapping /
maths exploration)

Maths themed follow up
activity

Independent learning
time, taking learning into
the continuous provision

Phonics and focus sound
themed activity

Maths input

Story and rhyme time

Literacy input – story
telling, learning phrases
and actions for a story,
story mapping, story
innovating

Snack time, play time

Lunch time

Literacy themed follow
up activity

Independent learning
time, taking learning into
the continuous provision

Themed learning in the
afternoon with
exploration of
continuous provision and
outdoor activities

This week
In Read Write Inc Phonics, we have learnt new sounds ‘th’, ‘z’, ‘ch’ and ‘qu’. We have
heard our story of ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’ lots of times, learning actions and
repeating phrases from the story. In Maths we have recapped capacity, using the
vocabulary of ‘full’, ‘empty’, ‘half full’, ‘half empty’, ‘nearly full’ and ‘nearly empty’
in our exploration and play.

Next week
We will be learning our final Read Write Inc Phonics Set 1 sounds ‘x’, ‘ng’ and ‘nk’,
before beginning our recap of all Set 1 sounds.
Following the children’s interest, we will continue exploring our story of ‘The Three Billy
Goats Gruff’ in Literacy. We will be recapping and securing our knowledge of positional
language in Maths.

Learning links at home:
- Retell the story of ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’ to your adult at home – can
you remember our actions for ‘once upon a time’, ‘three Billy Goats’,
‘unfortunately’, ‘fortunately’, ‘so’, ‘who’ and ‘the end’?
- Explore water or rice at home using our capacity vocabulary.

