
 

 

NEWSLETTER 
4th November 2022 

 
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of Thomas Bullock, 
 
We have had a fabulous return to school following the half-term break.  Just look at what we have been up to this 
week. 
 
We are finalists! 

We are so excited to announce that Thomas Bullock CE Primary and Nursery Academy has been shortlisted as a 

finalist- 1 out of 3 for an Education Today Award.   The Friends of Shipdham School’s, Kaz Mason and Jo Brown, who 

for a number of years have selflessly given up huge amounts of their time to ensuring our school is a wonderful place 

for our children, have been shortlisted, against numerous schools across the country, for the Community Award.  We 

are so delighted that this particular area has been recognised nationally as a huge area of strength for our school.  

On Tuesday this week we announced the shortlisted award to Jo Brown and the entire school congratulated our 

community hero’s in a collective worship service lead by Reverend Laura Purnell.  Once again, wow!  What a huge 

honour.  The awards ceremony for finalists will take place on Thursday December 1, 2022.  

   

Welcome 

We have a number of new welcomes, we have grown in Nursery with new children starting all the time!  As well we 

are excited to welcome children across KS1 and LKS2- thank you to all of our families and staff who have made them 

feel so welcome!  We are also excited to welcome our newest member of the Thomas Bullock team, Mrs Mulligan, a 

highly experienced and excellent practitioner, she is already having an excellent impact in Year 1 and will be 

spending some afternoon time in Years 3 and 4 developing therapies for short gap closure.   

 



 

New Equipment 

We had a wonderful surprise on Thursday afternoon- when our fantastic outdoor learning providers, EdSpace 

brought up some new outdoor blocks for building, movement and sensory play for our budding EYFS/ outdoor 

courtyard.  I caught the children jumping with joy just after we accepted delivery- there is more to come! 

    

 

Shipdham Heritage Centre 

On Thursday lunchtime, ahead of 12pm Saturday’s Shipdham Heritage Centre (on Pound Green Lane) launch, a few 

members of our Ethos Committee and Student Council joined Mr Wade and I on a quick lunchtime field trip for a 

first viewing!  Our children were very excited to meet Breckland Councillor Lynda Turner and Parish Councillor Sam 

Shelley, and see pictures of the old school house and playing fields, alongside memorabilia from our schools past.  In 

the coming months, the school will begin to share information on the heritage boards relating to the school’s half-

termly values and our in-school activities.  

                  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NURSERY 

We are now registered to receive payments for Nursery provision via the 
Government’s Childcare Choices Initiative where families can receive 
and save 20% on their childcare fees.  Please click on the following link 
for more information:  https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare 

                                                                                                                    

https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare


 

Shining Lights of the Week! 
Ark Nursery Oscar for showing our value of ‘creativity’. Oscar always shows a fantastic can-do 

attitude towards all creative activities! 

Antarctica Class (yr R) Kayden for using his creative talents in all he does; building constructions, artwork 
creations and more! 

Oceania Class (yr 1) Arlo for working hard in all his lessons. He has stayed focussed and produced 
some lovely work. 

Africa Class (yr 2) Lily for settling into Africa Class so well. She has worked very hard this week 
and has made a great start!  

Europe Class (yr 3) Jacob is our Shining Light of the for his creativity when solving problems in 
maths. He is always able to explain his reasoning clearly and show his 
working out. 

S. America Class (yr 4) Cole has made a fantastic effort and worked hard in each and every lesson. 
He has been listening eagerly and taking responsibility of his learning as well 
as, contributing some fantastic ideas. Superb work, Cole. 

Asia Class (yr 5) Max P for working so hard with his handwriting, presentation and reading.   
N. America Class (yr 6) Imogen has really persevered with her fraction work this week and now she’s 

got it! Oscar was so good with adding and subtracting fractions that he 
showed some other children how to do it too! 

 
 

WOW MOMENTS! 
Lily (yr 2) completed her first ABRSM piano prep test in London during half term and received amazing 

comments from the examiner.  Well done Lily! 

 
Please remember to continue to send in you WOW moments for 

achievements out of school:     
https://forms.gle/DV4RoVbQGpijcUMV7 

                                        

The week’s overall attendance – 96.5% 
Asia Class (yr 5) – 99.3% 

Year Group Key Learning Question of the Week 

1 What different types of toys are there? 

2 What was London like in 1666? 

3 What was life like in early Stone Age Britain? 

4 Who lived in Roman Britain? 

5 Who were the Vikings? 

6 How is our world changing? 

OUR KEY LEARNING QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 

E-Safety 
This week’s e-safety information is around WhatsApp the world’s most popular messaging service.  
We have attached as a separate attachment to this Newsletter a guide where you’ll find tips on a 

number of potential risks such as scams, strangers and location sharing. 

 

https://forms.gle/DV4RoVbQGpijcUMV7


 

                                                                                    

 
Africa Class (yr 2) 
Art - Children have enjoyed learning about secondary colours. We mixed our primary colours to create secondary 
colours on a colour wheel. We talked about what primary colours we will need when we paint a fire for our 'Great 
Fire of London' landscape picture.   
 
Maths - Children have been busy with base 10 this week! We have been using base 10 to understand addition 
crossing a multiple of 10. Children have been learning about exchanging ones for tens.  
 

 

 

 
North America Class (yr 6) 
The class visited Gressenhall Workhouse Farm and Museum this week to support their learning topic this half term 
about Global Challenges.  It was a great trip and the year 6s learnt so much from it which they will be using in their 
topic and English lessons. The four sessions each focussed on a different invention and how that invention or way of 
life (farming, metal, steam and plastic) revolutionised the way people lived and the changes it brought about. The 
children also discussed the impact of each on the environment and at the end of the day voted for which one they 

thought was 'The best invention ever'. 
       

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBRANCE 

We will be offering items for the Poppy Appeal around school next week for the children to 

buy.  A variety of items have been supplied by the British Legion and suggested donations are 

50p for keyring poppies and wristbands and 20p for ‘zip pulls’ 



 

The Ark Nursery Newsletter  
                      

This week 

In Maths this week, we have learnt all about the number ‘one’ and represented it in different ways. We 

shortened the Diwali story of ‘Rama and Sita’ in Literacy, making up actions for the story and using our 

class story map for re-telling.  

We talked about celebrations in the form of Diwali and Bonfire Night. With Bonfire Night approaching 

this weekend, we discussed the importance of keeping safe and how we can do so. The children noticed that 

it was getting darker in the evenings and has felt much cooler these past few days. We used a torch to look 

at Miss Bell-Tye’s high visibility jacket and we talked about how we can wear them to be seen in the dark. 

This means we definintely need warm clothes and coats now! We looked at Jackson Pollock’s splatter art 

with Mrs Taylor and had a go at making splatter art ourselves. As well as this, we have done lots of 

creative  mark making and firework / rocket art this week! 

 

Next week 

We will continue exploring instrumental sounds and body percussion. Very excitingly, we will begin our 

learning surrounding the story book of ‘The Gruffalo’! In Maths, we will concentrate on developing fast 

recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them individually (‘subitising’). Our rhyme of the 

week will be: 1, 2 buckle my shoe. 

Learning links at home 

- Paint or draw a firework picture. You could use crayons, pens, paint or even glitter and glue! 

- Talk about fire and firework safety rules and why they are important. 

- Practise getting dressed for a Bonfire Night event. Can you practise zipping up your coat and 

putting on your hats and gloves? 

- Make a model rocket using cardboard tubes and boxes. Talk about the colours you used. 

 



 

 

                    

 

                      

DIARY DATES 

November 
18th Open Afternoon 4pm Reception 2023 Parents 
18th  Children in Need 
21st Open Morning 9.15am Reception 2023 Parents 
22nd Yr 3 trip to Time and Tide Museum 
30th Yr4  trip to Time and Tide Museum 
December 
5th James and the Giant Peach – theatre visit to whole school* 
9th FOSS Christmas Party/Disco afternoon* 
13th  Yr 1 Trip to Holkham Hall Christmas Event 
14th Christmas Lunch and Christmas Jumper Day 
14th Carol Service 2.30pm at All Saints Church 
16th Christingle Service 9.30am at All Saints Church 
16th Last day of term 
Christmas holiday Monday 19th December – Tuesday 3rd January 
January 
3rd INSET Day 
4th School reopens 
Half term week Monday 13th February – Friday 17th February 
March 
16th & 17th Year 5 one night residential to The Horstead Centre 
20th  School Photographer – whole class photos 
31st Last day of term 
April 
Easter holiday Monday 3rd April – Monday 17th April 
17th INSET Day 
18th School reopens 
May 
1st Bank Holiday 
8th – 12th Year 6 SATS week 
15th – 19th – Year 2 SATS week 
Half term Monday 29th May – Friday June 2nd 
5th INSET Day 
6th School reopens 
July 
5th – 7th  Year 6 residential to Eaton Vale 
21st Last day of term     * New addition 
 

 
 
 


