
 

 

NEWSLETTER 
             10th March 2023 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of Thomas Bullock 
 
What a wintry week we have had!  Our children have all coped incredibly well with the low temperatures, 
sleet, rain and snow at the start of Spring and today, with the heavier snowfall, the children had a fun time 
during mid-morning break, although some choose to stay inside! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nursery Fees and Open Afternoon 
In light of the recent government highlights to childcare costs impinging upon quality family work life 
balance alongside the cost of living crisis we are in the process of reworking our Nursery costs from after 
Easter.  Please look out for these changes to come.  Please also be reminded we invite children from 2 
years and up and accept 15 and 30 hours funding places. We will be holding an Open Afternoon in the 
Summer term for any current or soon to be 2, 3 and 4 year olds – Wednesday 26th April from 1.30pm. 
 
School Enrichment Clubs 
We certainly hope you have enjoyed our free- teacher lead after school clubs.  Due to parents evening 
being held on 21st March these will now end on the 14th March, similarly to last year we will focus on 
academic clubs for the first 5 weeks of the Summer term before returning to school enrichment activities 
for the rest of the year.  Further information will come out in the following weeks. 
 
Strike Action 
Once again it is not our intention to close on either strike day, next week, March 15th or 16th, if there are 
any staff changes to this we will let you know as soon as we do. 



 

 
Drive Slowly 
Thank you for your support in keeping our children safe.  Please can we continue to remind any parents or 
carers using the school carpark and grounds to ensure that they enter and exit the school slowly and 
carefully. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New team member  
The children may have noticed a new face in the school kitchen this week.  Liz has joined us a Catering Manager, 
working alongside Moira, as Tracy returns to her role within Aspens.  Tracy has been brilliant during her time here 
and I’m sure we will see her from time to time.   
 
 

Shining Lights of the Week! 
Ark Nursery Evelyn is our shining light of the week for settling in so well. She has engaged 

positively with a range of activities and is a great influence for our younger children! 
Antarctica (yr R)  William for a wonderful week! He has made brilliant choices and has tried really 

hard in all task set. Well done. 
Oceania Class (yr 1)  Aiden for persevering with his handwriting. He is working really hard to form his 

letters correctly and keep them all the right size - keep it up! 
Africa Class (yr 2)      Oliver for persevering in our quizzes this week. He has had a super attitude towards 

his work and others. 
Europe Class (yr 3) Freddie M for his hard work and perseverance in his writing. Well done!  
S America Class (yr 4)  Sophia for always setting off on task immediately and attempting every piece of 

work with effort. Sophia has shown perseverance in her English working hard to 
build on her ideas. 

Asia Class (yr 5)           Esme for her hard work and perseverance during her learning this week. 
N America Class (yr 6) Rayne has recently been showing great perseverance, making good progress 

with all of her subjects. 
 

       WOW MOMENTS! 
 
Amelia and Jacob (yr 3 and 1) went to London at the weekend where 
they visited the Natural History Museum and were excited to travel  
for the first time in a black cab! 

 
 
 

  Please remember to continue to send in you WOW moments for  
achievements out of school:     

   https://forms.gle/DV4RoVbQGpijcUMV7      
 

This week’s overall attendance – 96% Antarctica Class (Yr R) – 98.7%                 

RED NOSE DAY – Friday March 17th 
Next Friday is Red Nose Day and once again we will be raising money for Comic Relief.   
Children can come to school wearing something ‘red’ – suggested donation £1. 

https://forms.gle/DV4RoVbQGpijcUMV7


 

 
Year Group Key Learning Question of the week 

1 How has air travel changed over time? 

2 What is the continent of Antarctica like? 

3 What are the regions, cities and landmarks of Italy? 

4 How has the Amazon River shaped the land? 

5 What happens when an earthquake strikes? 

6 How did Britain rebuild after the war? 
                                 

 

North America Class (yr 6) 
In art this week Year 6 have been looking at how the London city skyline would have looked like during WW2.  
They painted backgrounds and then cut out a silhouette to add to their pictures. 
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OUR KEY LEARNING QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 

Africa Class (yr 2) 
In Design and Technology we have 

been designing and making finger 

puppets. 

          

 

 

South America Class (yr 4) 
In Design and Technology we have 

started the base of our tribal 

headdresses. We spent time 

practicing stitching styles and patterns.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
                              
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS 
 

 

All pupils are expected to arrive on time for every day of the school year.  The school day 

begins at 8:40-8:50am.  We advise all parents to ensure their child is on site prior to this. The 

school register will be taken at 8:50am.  All pupils arriving after this time are required to 

report to the main office with their parents and provide a reason for their absence. If their 

arrival is before 9:10am it will be recorded as late - L code (Late before the close of register).  

 

The school register will officially close at 9:10am.  All pupils arriving on or after this time will 

be marked as having an unauthorised absence for the morning session - U code (Late after the 

close of register). This is categorised as an unauthorised absence for the session. Parents will 

be contacted to discuss any patterns of late arrival. Repeated arrival after the close of 

registration will result in appropriate interventions being instigated and may also result in a 

penalty notice being issued or prosecution. Please be aware that 4.5 days (or 9 sessions) of 

unauthorized absences could result in a Fixed Penalty Notice. 

 

Please note that there are sometimes ‘authorised’ reasons for absence including medical 

appointments. 

 

Holiday absences 

Since September we have seen the number of requests for ‘leave of absence’ during term 

time increase significantly.  Please try to avoid taking your child out during term time, as it 

does have an impact upon your child’s learning.  If they miss aspects of learning, the teachers 

and staff have to find additional time to ensure these gaps in their learning are filled, which 

puts added pressure on an already busy curriculum and the members of staff.  Again, please 

be reminded that at least 4.5 days (or 9 sessions) of unauthorised ‘leave of absence’ will result 

in a Fixed Penalty Notice by Norfolk County Council. 

 



 

 
 

.      The Ark Nursery Newsletter 
This week 

Our sounds this week have been ‘c’ and ‘k’. We have enjoyed our final week focusing on 

‘The Train Ride’. The children have all picked up our maths focus on ‘mass’ super quickly! We’ve been 

talking lots about what is heavy and light. We’ve used vocabulary ‘heavier’ and ‘lighter’ to compare 

animals, numicon and objects from around the classroom. We have even been using the vocabulary of 

‘heaviest’ and ‘lightest’. Superstars!  

 

Next week 

Next weeks theme is pirates! Arrrrr! Our focus book for the week will be ‘Ten Little Pirates’. During our 

maths sessions, we will explore capacity. Our new sounds in RWI Phonics are ‘u’ and ‘b’. We will continue 

our afternoon learning surrounding Easter, being introduced to the religion Christianity. We will learn 

about what it means to be a Christian, explore churches and what we find inside them. This is in readiness 

for our Easter service at Shipdham Church. We will also continue looking at the world – exploring people 

from different countries, holidays we might have been on or places / climates we might like to visit!  

We have our Mother’s Day themed stay & play session on Wednesday 15th March. All are invited, whether 

you are new to our school / nursery / stay & plays or one of our current nursery families. 

Learning links at home 

- At bath time, use lots of different empty containers. Use different sizes, like bowls or stacking cups. Explore directly 

pouring from one container into the other and describe what happens to them – “Oh no! That one overflowed!” or 

“There is still lots of space left in that one – it is only half full!” 

- Bake a cake using a recipe that measures out the ingredients in ‘cups’. Let your child measure out the ingredients. 

Talk about when the cups are full, nearly full or half full. Help them count the cups as they pour them into a 

large bowl to mix the ingredients together. 

- Do you have any pirate themed books at home? What do you already know about pirates?  

 

 



 

                

 

 

                      

DIARY DATES 

 
March 
14th Reception Class visit to Pensthorpe 
15th Year 6 Parents SAT Presentation in School 5.30pm 
15th Mothers’ Day Lunchtime Shop 
16th Mothers’ Day Lunchtime Shop 
17th  Red Nose Day 
16th  Yr 2 Map Skills and Mini Orienteering Session 
16th & 17th Year 5 one night residential to The Horstead Centre 
20th  School Photographer – whole class photos 
21st Parents Evening (in school) 
22nd Parents Evening (in school) 
27th Year 2 Parents SAT Presentation in School 5.30pm 
30th Yr 6 VE Day to end WW2 Project 
30th School Disco 
31st Easter Service at Church 
31st Last day of term 
April 
Easter holiday Monday 3rd April – Monday 17th April 
17th INSET Day 
18th School reopens 
26th Nursery Open Afternoon from 1.30pm* 
May 
1st Bank Holiday 
8th Bank Holiday for King’s Coronation 
8th – 12th Year 6 SATS week 
15th – 19th – Year 2 SATS week 
Half term Monday 29th May – Friday June 2nd 
5th INSET Day 
6th School reopens 
July 
5th – 7th  Year 6 residential to Eaton Vale 
21st Last day of term     * New addition 
 

 
 
 


