
 

 

NEWSLETTER 
             3rd March 2023 2023 

 

WORLD BOOK DAY! 

We had a fantastic time celebrating World Book Day on Thursday.  The children looked amazing in their costumes 
and there were many fun filled activities for all classes across the school. 
 
Reception and Year 1 visited the Dereham Library where they were greeted by Janet and Biggy, the Librarians who 
gave them a talk about all the wonderful things on offer.  They heard about ‘borrowing’ and ‘renewing’ as well as the 
Library being a space where we can sit and enjoy books together without needing to take any home.  They were 
surprised to see the computers in the Library which are free for members to use.  Janet read a story to them and 
they learnt more about ‘fiction’ and ‘non fiction’ before exploring the Library for themselves. Some children took 
along their own Library cards and chose some books to borrow and some children joined the Library for the first 
time.  A huge thanks to Dereham Library for our visit! 
Year 2 enjoyed an online session with award-winning children's author Swapna Haddow. In the workshop, Swapna 
read from her book 'Dave Pigeon' and the class created their own story map inspired by Dave. She taught them how 
she creatively thinks of story ideas and they tried it out for themselves. They even got a shoutout for their crazy 
ideas! They then got a chance to ask her questions:  "How many books have you written?" "How long does it take 
you to write a book?" "How old are you?" "How many books do you have?" "What do you like about books?"  
As a class, they later showed one another their favourite books and talked about why they liked them so much. 
Year 3 enjoyed a virtual meeting with the author and story teller Nothando Zulu.  She told 3 amazing stories using 
lots of expression and actions.  They enjoyed watching her perform her stories and listen to her talk about the 
different things that had inspired them.  They also completed a World Book Day quiz on kahoots which was lots of 
fun! 
Year 4 spent time looking at how some authors use parts of themselves to make contrasting characters in books. 
After being inspired by Nadia Shireen we considered how we would characterise ourselves, creating a front cover 
and blurb for a book. 
Years 4, 5 and 6 enjoyed a visit by the author Ruth Fitzgerald.  Each class had a separate session with her, she 
explained how she was inspired to write from the age of 6 when she received a gold star for a story she wrote at 
school! She gave a presentation of how she became an author including funny stories along the way, how her first 
book was rejected to the current day where she has written several popular fiction books for children. They all had 
so many great questions about writing, books and being an author!  Ruth left a collection of her books for the school 
Library and there has been a demand already for borrowing them! 
Year 6 also enjoyed designing a National Book Token Gift Gard to enter their competition.  They also joined the BBC 
World Book Day live lesson which was fantastic.  It featured Michael Rosen who talked them through how to twist a 
story with the characters, setting and plot.  Mrs Fowler emailed them and our school name appeared on the live 
lesson stream – they were all so excited to see it!  Later they created their own kahoot book quiz for the rest of the 
class to have a go at.  
Masked Reader – click on the following to enjoy the story ‘The Smeds and the Smoos’ read in disguise by some of 

the school staff. 
https://vimeo.com/804188720/51e1e2fcb4 

https://vimeo.com/804188720/51e1e2fcb4


 

 
 

PHOTOS FROM WORLD BOOK DAY 
 

                  
 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Shining Lights of the Week! 
Ark Nursery Harry is our shining light of the week for persevering in new situations and showing 

growing confidence within our nursery classroom! 
Antarctica (yr R)  Jayden for persevering with his writing; he is using his Fred Fingers to hold the 

sentence and remember the sounds he needs. 
Oceania Class (yr 1)  Sienna for persevering with her phonics and reading. Sienna is using ‘Fred talk’ to 

help her blend the sounds together when reading. 
Africa Class (yr 2)      Martha for persevering with her reading. Martha has worked super hard in school 

and at home. It is wonderful to see her progress.  
Europe Class (yr 3) Jaylen for preserving with his reading assessment this week. He has made loads of 

progress and had a fantastic growth mindset with his assessments well done!  
S America Class (yr 4)  All of year 4 for persevering in their assessments this week. They have all worked so 

hard to apply themselves, taking time to digest and understand questions and doing 
the best they can. 

Asia Class (yr 5)           Jacob for the positive way in which he approached his assessments this week. Well 
done! 

N America Class (yr 6) Alexis has been asking really thoughtful questions to further her learning this week 
with pleasing outcomes. Well done. 

 

       WOW MOMENTS! 
Daisy (yr 6) double graded at the weekend with her Soo Bahk Do Martial Arts Club.   
Halli (yr 3) has started to learn playing her ukulele by using the charanga.com link provided by the School. 
She loved it so much she has already finished the stage Bongo Beach! 

Betsy (yr 4) has been learning Modern Dance for about a year and last weekend took part in her first  

Dance show at Dereham Memorial Hall. She was amazing!  
Well done everyone! 

 

 
 

  Please remember to continue to send in you WOW moments for  
achievements out of school:     

   https://forms.gle/DV4RoVbQGpijcUMV7      
 

This week’s overall attendance – 96.4% South America Class (Yr 4) – 99.6%                 

http://charanga.com/
https://forms.gle/DV4RoVbQGpijcUMV7


 

 
Year Group Key Learning Question of the week 

1 Why were underground railways built? 

2 What is the continent of Asia like? 

3 Where is Italy and what is the land like there? 

4 What are the features of a river and where in the world are major rivers found? 

5 What is an earthquake? 

6 What was the impact of the war on Britain? 
                                 

 

North America Class (yr 6) 
After learning about Charles Darwin in Science this week we looked at the shape and size of the beaks of 
the different types of finches. The class then investigated how different tools can be used to pick up 
different sized objects. They used chopsticks, spoons and scissors to pick up rice, beads, pasta, play dough, 
buttons and marbles. We then compared this to the shapes and sizes of the beaks of the finches and the 
food available to them. 
 
In history, one of the children, Grace, brought in rationing books to share  
with the class. We are currently learning about rationing in our WW2 topic 
and the books Grace brought in are from her grandfather and great  
grandmother. It was really useful to see some real ration books from  
World War Two! 
 

 
Asia Class (yr 5) 
Children in year 5 have been taking part this week in cycling training 
funded by The Bikeability Trust.  The children completed Level 1 and 2 
training.  At level 1 the children learnt to control and master their 
bikes in a space away from traffic on the school site.  They then 
progressed to level 2 training which took place on the road, giving the 
children a real life cycling experience where they learnt to deal with 
traffic on short journeys around the roads by the school.    All the 
children who took part did exceptionally well completing both levels 
successfully.  The instructors commented on how well behaved and 
focussed all the children were.  Each child received a certificate and 
badge in celebration assembly.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

OUR KEY LEARNING QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 



 

                                           
It's nearly British Science Week (10th - 19th March)! Here at Thomas Bullock we are kicking it off in style on 
Monday 13th with a Science gadget shop! The shop will be open after school at the front gates. Pop over 
for a look and grab yourself a scientific gadget to keep yourself busy with over Easter! We will also be 
taking part in lots of science themed lessons and experiments throughout that week so don't forget to ask 
what we have been getting up to in school. 

 
 

 

 

NURSERY STAY AND PLAY SESSIONS – 
EXTRA SESSION ADDED! 
 
We are kicking off our Wednesday Stay & Play 
sessions with our first session having a 
Mother's Day theme on the 15th March! Join 
us for a range of fun Mother's Day activities. 
This is also open to our current families with 
children who attend our nursery - all are 
welcome! We look forward to seeing you. 
 
                              
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

BIG NORFOLK EASTER HOLIDAY – ACTIVITY SCHEME 
Booking is now open for Big Norfolk Holiday Fun.  Activities will run across the Easter 
Holidays from 3 – 17 April.  Families can now visit our EveryMove activity finder to search 
activities and make bookings. 

. 

 

https://www.everymove.uk/inspiration/big-norfolk-holiday-fun-activities


 

 

      The Ark Nursery Newsletter 
      This week 

In phonics this week, we have learnt new sounds ‘g’ and ‘o’. We particularly enjoyed writing a ‘g’ in the 

green gloop whilst exploring its texture, as well as threading ‘o’ beads onto octopus tentacles! During our literacy sessions, we 

have been repeating phrases from our story book ‘The Train Ride’. Lots of the children can already re-tell the story, 

remembering all of the different things the little girl saw on her journey. Super storytelling! At the beginning of the week, we 

were introduced to Easter and new life. We went on a walk around the school site to spot the signs of spring. We found 

blossom, birds, nests, buds, catkins and the sun was even shining for us! In Maths, we have been learning about height and 

length. We had great fun sorting animals, caterpillars, beanstalks and measuring ourselves, as well as various objects from 

around the classroom. Thursday was World Book Day and we were met with lots of fantastically dressed children. We 

completed lots of fun activities and stopped many times in the day for story times. 

 

Next week 

‘Plant a flower day’ is on the 12th March so of course, we will be taking part in this next week! In phonics, we will learn and 

explore sounds ‘c’ and ‘k’. We will continue literacy sessions based upon our focus book of ‘The Train Ride’. In maths, we will 

be introduced to mass. During our afternoons, we will continue exploring Easter, countries around the world, holidays / 

transport, getting ready to sculpt dinosaur eggs and have a PSED focus. 

Learning links at home 

- Create a mystery bag. Hide an object in a bag. Is the bag heavy or light? Discuss what could be inside the bag. 

- Re-tell our story of ‘The Train Ride’ at home. Can you remember the characters? 

- Go on a nature walk and create some art. This could be using natural materials or coming home and drawing what 

you saw! What colours did you see on your nature walk? 

 

                



 

 

 

                      

DIARY DATES 

 
March 
14th Reception Class visit to Pensthorpe* 
15th Year 6 Parents SAT Presentation in School 5.30pm* 
15th Mothers’ Day Lunchtime Shop 
16th Mothers’ Day Lunchtime Shop 
17th  Red Nose Day 
16th  Yr 2 Map Skills and Mini Orienteering Session 
16th & 17th Year 5 one night residential to The Horstead Centre 
20th  School Photographer – whole class photos 
21st Parents Evening (in school) 
22nd Parents Evening (in school) 
27th Year 2 Parents SAT Presentation in School 5.30pm* 
30th Yr 6 VE Day to end WW2 Project 
30th School Disco 
31st Easter Service at Church* 
31st Last day of term 
April 
Easter holiday Monday 3rd April – Monday 17th April 
17th INSET Day 
18th School reopens 
May 
1st Bank Holiday 
8th Bank Holiday for King’s Coronation 
8th – 12th Year 6 SATS week 
15th – 19th – Year 2 SATS week 
Half term Monday 29th May – Friday June 2nd 
5th INSET Day 
6th School reopens 
July 
5th – 7th  Year 6 residential to Eaton Vale 
21st Last day of term     * New addition 
 

 
 
 


