Thomas Bullock Church of England Primary Academy
The Ark Nursery 2026
Medium Term Plan — Summer 2

Traditional Tales

Summer 2

Week. |

Week 2

Week 3 Week L Week 5 Week 6 Week 7
w/b 01/06/26 08/06/26 15/06/26 22/06/26 29/06/26 06/07/26 13/07/26
World Environment Day 30 Days Wild ummer So'stice " oria Tnsect V1Ce Clean Beaches Week Picnic Week
" ) World Refugee Day 20 International Mud Day _
5 Healthy Eating Week National Smoothis D 2 Big Butterfly Count Stay and Play focus:
Special Events World Ocean Day gt Stay and Play focus: atona m::) orme 22y _ Picnic Week Scavenger hunt/ phonics Moth Week
’ 21 World Rainforest Day
Stay and Play focus: Healthy Eating Father's Day 21" 9o Stay and Play focus: games
Life cycle exploration Stay and Play focus: Stay and Play focus: Big Butter fiy Count
Father’s Day Insect Week

Focus Text

Come on Daisy

Come on Daisy

Goldilocks and the Three

Bears

Goldilocks and the
Three Bears

Goldilocks and the
Three Bears

Jasper’s Beanstalk

Jasper’s Beanstalk

Satellite Texts

Bug Hotel (NF)
The Book time Book of

Fantastic First Poems

Somebody Crunched
Colin
Beetle in the Bath
Billy's Beetle
Incy Wincy Spider
What the Ladybird
Heard
Spinderella

Little Red Riding Hood

The Three Little Pigs

The Gingerbread Man
Three Billy Goats Gruff

Goldilocks and Just the One Bear

Children’s First Cookbook
(NF)
Traditional Tale Poetry
Dear Fairy Godmother

Mixed Up Fairy Tales
Jack and the Jelly Bean
Stalk

Communication

and Language

Listening to longer stories and talking about familiar stories.

Re—tleLng stories using actions, props, small world and role pLay - Talk 4 WrLthg.

Topic related activities and experiments — encouragement to talk about what the children see and observe, using full sentences and developing new topic related vocabulary.

Understand 'why' questions.

Once upon a time picture

inference

Doctors role play

Nursery rhymes using
instruments — [Lstenmg

Focus

Mystery box — story

telling with props

Make talking telephones

using tubes etc

Describe me bags — what
can you feel?

Scavenger hunt using

pictures / lists

Phonics (Adult-
led Phonics
sessions 15 mins

per day)

Daily Read Write Inc Speed Sounds sessions.

Listening games.

Recognising words with the same initial sound through lots of different practical activities.
Word, segmenting and blending.

Embrace, Care, Achieve
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Traditional Tales
Rhymes and songs.

Spot and suggest rhymes, count or clap syllables in a word.

) o Fine motor activities

Fine motor activities and ) i ) o

terventions. Letter and interventions. Fine motor activities and

f N ) it Letter formation interventions. Letter
ormation activities.

St | lidati 4 activities. formaﬁon activities.
et | consolidation an

Set | consolidation and Set | consolidation and

recall. Recap all RWI set |. Phonics input, word reading, CVC words, writing. Phonics groups and individual sessions.

Fred frog initial sound recall. recall.
recognition. CVC words Fred. frog L@LFLa.L sound Fred frog i"‘LJFia-l sound
and. practice recognition.. recognition.

P CVC words and CVC words and practice
practice

Preparing for Sports Day
Making mini beasts using clay. What features does your mini beast have? How are you going to mould the plasticine with your hands to make those features?
Make a. spider’s web by weaving wool on card. Cut carefully, what does cutting carefully look like?
Friday PE slot — sensory circuits.

Physical Easel painting area — painting on a. vertical surface.
Development Gross motor development activities.
Moving in different ways outdoors.
Funky finger fine motor activities — daily dough disco.
Developing a. comfortable grip and good control when holding pens and pencils.
Da.ng name writing practice.
2-year Book look, front cover — discussions. What can you see? What happened? Talking through planting seeds / looking after plants. Real life and hands on experiences. Exposure to new vocabulary.
Litora, olds Describing what we see and hear. Mark making.
oy Growth focus — how have
5 )
(Adul Whriting invitations for end of year graduation Letter from the giant a\il:o 9;11::&[:'“%/5\;;??;;?@
t-led ) . — . .
session. Talk for Writing — re-tell the story, hand actions. (for chn headmg to receptton) am.é. celebrations Talk for Writing — story mountain / board / map. we learnt? Look back at
3/4%- ) looking back at how far we've come. i ; ) ) )
s 15 Information report on ducks. ) ) Children to design their own baddie for the story — mark making from
year e o ) Talk for Writing — re-tell the story, hand actions, i . ) L
; Whriting invitations for end of year picnic — looking ) i scribed / initial sounds / captions underneath. beginning of the year.
mins olds ; story mapping, mark ma.kmg. )
per- back at how far we've come. Creative drama. Letter writing 1o persuade the wolf Orally re-tell the story repeatedly. Presentation for parents —
dag) not to eat people and come to class picnic. na.me., letter writing, mafk
making, photos and pupil
voice.
'\(A:;hi 2_?;(” Nu.mbersht 0 5. number What comes after? What comes before? NLL(wa ricogr;LtL%n Consolidation Consolidation On the move
wl olds rhymes. and counting to 5.

Embrace, Care, Achieve
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Traditional Tales

session
s 15

mins

|I)€V~

day)

Number composition

What comes a fter?

What comes before?

Numbers to 5

Consolidation

Consolidation

On the move

Topic
PSED, UtW,
EAD

PSED — Discussing our
half term — what did we
do? Taking turns.

Circle time activities
guessing the mini beasts.

UtW —

Science / Geog / History:
child-led focuses.
Look at a range of mini
beasts. Focus on
similarities / differences
between them using a
magnifying glass and

ad jectives.

“What Why Children in
Hospital” videos — link to
role play area.

Sun sa fety.

EAD — Drawing to
music, show emotion in
the form of artwork.

Duck painting.
Doctors role play area —
introduce with children
and add resources as we

go. Build role play
together, mod.eHLng its use
daily.

PSED — Healthy Eating
Week. Making healthy

snack choices.

UtW —
Science / Geog /
History: child-led

Focuses

Mini beasts. Use the
outdoor areas to find
spiders webs, spray
them with water and
take photos — discuss
the patterns they make.
Use photos to make
'mformatlon posters
about spiders.
“What Why Children
in Hospital” videos —
link to role play area.

Sun safety.

EAD — Draw along
using technology.
Printing fruit and
vegetables.
Doctors role play area
— introduce with
children and add

resources as we 90.

PSED — Read Christina
Rosetti’s poem “Harm no
living thing”. How should
animals be treated and
why? How should we
treat other people?
All join in with the
rhyme ‘lncy Wincy
Spider”. How do you
think Incy was feeling as
he went up, got washed
out and climbed up
again? How would you

help him?

EAD: Father’s Day

crafts and name writing.

UtW —

Science / Geog / History:

child-led focuses
RE: Let's Celebrate —

Purim

“What Why Children in
Hospltal" videos — link to
role play area.

Sun safety.

PSED — Group
discussions surrounding
moving to a new class,

new starters etc.

Circle time — guess the
minibeast. Chn to give
each other clues about
the mini beasts they
are thinking about.
Chn to guess from
these clues.

UtW —
Science / Geog /
History: child-led

focuses

“What Why Children
in Hospital” videos —
link to role play area.

Discuss the places
minibeasts like to live.
Different mini-beasts

like different
environments. Prmtmg
mini beasts.
Observational drawings
of mini beasts.

PSED — Transitions.
Parachute games —
encouraging L'Lstenmg.

UtW —
Science / Geog /
History: child-led

Focuses

“What Why Children
in Hospital” videos —
link to role play area.

EAD — Exploring colour
— A colour of his own
— Leo Lionni. Collage
animals from focus
stories.

Doctors role play area
— introduce with
children and. add
resources as we go.

Build role play together,
modelling its use daily.

PSED — Transitions —

preparing.

UtW —

Science / Geog / History:
child-led focuses
“What Why Children in
Hospital” videos — link to
role play area.

EAD — Exploring 3D
shapes.
Doctors role play area —
introduce with children
and add resources as we
go. Build role play
together, modleLng its use

daily.

PSED — Transitions.

Looking back at how far

we ve come.

UtW —

Science / Geog / History:
child-led focuses. How have

we grown? Physical and

mental changes.

EAD — Shape and form.

Embrace, Care, Achieve
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Build. role play together,

modelling its use daily.
Make a spiders web
using paint and
marbles.

EAD — Exploring texture.
Drawing animals linked
to focus stories with
pencil — looking at and
exploring photos for

inspiration.

Doctors role play area
— introduce with
children and add

resources as we go.
Build. role play
together, modelling its
use daily.
Children make
fingerprint beetles,
ladybirds and spiders

EAD — Modelling with
clay. Drawing animals
linked to focus stories -
step by step. What
colours are the animals? Salt dough mini beast
prints.
Doctors role play area —
introduce with children
and add resources as we
go. Build role play
together, modelling its use
daily.

Outdoor

Learning Focus

30 Days Wild.

Life cycle of a frog —
Forest school area/
Frogspawn. exploration.
I_'Lstenmg walk, zxplore the
outdoor environment —
comparing seasonal
changes to last term.

What has changed?

30 Days Wild.
Observations on our
plants and flowers

growing. chap what is
needed to look after
plants. Growing
vegetables — linking to
Healthy Eating Wecek.

30 Days Wild.
World Insect Week —
insect hunting, looking
after insects, insects /

bug hotels.
Make our own bug
hotel. Minibeast hunt.

30 Days Wild.
Little Cloud Book - Cloud
observations, exploring
different cloud types.
Looking after our plants
(indoors and outdoors) .

30 Days Wild.
Exploring colour in the
outdoor environment.
How many colours can

you. spot? Phonics game
with outside picnic for

Picnic Week.

30 Days Wild.

30 Days Wild.
Shape in the outdoor
environment. Drawing

shapes on the playground
with chalk.

Embrace, Care, Achieve
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Turn towards j:amilmr sounds Theg are also startled bg loud noises and a.ccu.ratalg locate the source of a ﬁumha.r
pzrson's voice, such as their kzg person or a parent.

Gaze at faces, copying facial expressions and movements like sﬂckmg out their tongue. Make eye contact for longer pemods
Watch someone’s face as they talk

Copg what adults do, takmg ‘turns in conversations (throu.gh babbfmg) and activities Trg to copy adult spuch and LLp
movements

Enjog singing, music and toys that make sounds.

Recognise and are calmed by a familiar and friendly voice.

Listen and rzspomi toa Smela instruction

Make sounds to get attention in different ways (for example, crying when hungry or unhappy, making gurgling sounds,
laughing, cooing or babbling)

Babble, using sounds like baba’, ‘mamama..

Use gestures like waving and pointing to communicate

Reach or point to something they want while making sounds

Copy your gestures and. words

Constantly babble and use single words during play

Use intonation, pitch and changing volume when “talking

Reach or point to something they want while making sounds

Copy your gestures and. words

Constantly babble and use single words during play

Use intonation, thch and. changmg volume when (talkmgl

Understand smglz words in context — (cu.p', ‘milk’, ‘daddg'.

Understand. frequently used words such as ‘all gone’, 'no” and ‘bye-bye”.

Understand stmplz instructions like “gwe to rw.nn.g” or “stop”.

Recogmse and. point to objects Lj: asked about them

Omerrxllg j:ocu.s on an activity of their own choice and :fmd. it dLj:chuth to be directed bg an adult.

Listen to other peoplels talk with interest, but can msdg be distracted bg other T:hmgs

Make themselves understood, and. can become frustrated when they cannot

Start to say how they are feeling, using words as well as actions

Start to d.zvelop conversation, often _Jjumping from topic to topic

Develop pretend play: ‘putting the baby to sleep” or ‘driving the car to the shops’

Use the speech sounds p, b, m, w

Pronounce: - L/r/w/y - s/sh/ch/dz/j - §/th - multi-syllabic words such as ‘banana” and ‘computer’

Listen to simple stories and understand what is happening, with the help of the pictures

ldentify familiar objects and properties for practitioners when they are described. For example: Katie's coat’, blue car’,
‘shiny apple’

Understand and act on longer sentences like ‘make teddy jump’ or “find your coat’.

Understand simple questions about ‘who', ‘what” and ‘where” (but generally not ‘why)

En‘jog Ltstmmg to longzr stories and can remember much of what ha.ppms

Pa.g attention to more than one thmg at a time, which can be difficult

Use a wider range of vocabulary

Understand a qu.astum or instruction that has two parts, such as “Cet your coat and wait at the door”. « Understand
‘whg' questions, like “Wlng do you think the caterpillar got so fat?” . Sing a large repertoire of songs

Know many rhgmas, be able to talk about j:aleLar books, and be able to tell a Long storg

Develop their communication, but may continue to have probtzms with wegular tenses and. pLu.mls, such as ‘runned’ for
‘ran’, ‘swimmed” for ‘swam’

Develop their pronunciation but may have problems saying: - some sounds: r, j, th, ch, and sh - multisylabic words such
as ‘pterodactyl’, ‘planetarium” or “hippopotamus’

Use longer sentences of four to six words

Be able to express a point oj: view and to debate when ﬂﬂ.eg dLsagr@z with an adult or a fnmd, using words as well as
actions

Start a conversation with an adult or a j’nmd and continue it for many turns

Use talk to organise themselves and their play: “Let’s go on a bus... you. sit there... [l be the driver.”

Engage, Embrace, Care, Achieve
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P Find ways to calm themselves, through being calmed and comforted by their key person . Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. This helps them to achieve a goal they have
S Establish their sense of self chosen, or one which is suggested to them.
[E) Express preferences and decisions. They also try new things and start establishing their autonomy. ° Develop their sense of responsibility and membership of a community
Engage with others through gestures, gaze and talk. « Use that engagement to achieve a goal. For example, gesture towards their ° Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the safe context of their setting.
cup 1o say they want o drink . Show more confidence in new social situations.
Find ways of managing transitions, for example from their parent to their key person ° Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas
. Find solutions to conflicts and rivalries. For zxampLe, accepting that not everyone can be SPLdar—Man in the
Thrive as they develop self-assurance 4 X tor id
ame, and suggesting other ideas
Look back as they crawl or walk away from their key person. Look for clues about how to respond to something interesting. g ggesting
. \ncraasmglg Follow rules, u,nderstandmg Whg theg are important
Play with increasing confidence on their own and with other children, because they know their key person is nearby and
. Remember rules without needing an adult to remind them.
available. « Feel confident when taken out around the local naLghbourhood, and en oy expLorm,g new pLaces with their keg person
] . Develop appropriate ways of being assertive.
Feel strong moutgh 1o express a range of emotions . Talk with others to solve con ﬁLcts
Grow in md.apimd.ence, rejecting 'hdp ("me do it”). Sometimes this leads to j:eelmgs of frustration and tantrums. . Tolk about their j:edmgs using words like ‘haPPU" ‘sad’, ‘angrg' or ‘worried’
Beg;:. E).show efj:o;tful control”. For axampLe, waiting for a turn and resisting the strong meulsa to grab what thag want or ° Understand, gmd.u.altg how others mught be fedmg
push their way to the front . Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, ¢.g., brushing teeth, using the toilet, washing and
Be increasingly able to talk about and manage their emotions. drying their hands thoroughly
Notice and. ask questions about differences, such as skin colour, types of hair, gender, special needs and disabilities, and so on . Make healthy choices about food, drink, activity and toothbrushing.
Develop friendships with other children.
Safely explore emotions beyond their normal range through play and stories.
Are talking about their feelings in more elaborated ways: “'m sad because...” or I love it when
Learn to use the toilet with help, and then md.epmdantlg

Engage, Embrace, Care, Achieve
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M ° Combine objects like stacking blocks and cups. Put objects inside others and take them out again ° DZV“LOP Jost recognition of up to 3 ob jects, without havmg to count them mdeuaug (‘Submsmgl)
: ° Take part in finger rhymes with numbers © Recite numbers past 5.
h . React to changes of amount in a group of up to three items ° Say one number for each item in order: ,2,34+,5
° Compara amounts, saying lots” ‘more or ‘same’ . Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total (‘cardinal
5 ( : .
° Devzlop coumtmg—llke behaviour, such as ma.kmg sounds, pointing or saying some numbers in sequence panupLe ).
° C . . ° ShOW ‘j:wlgﬂr nu,mb@rs‘ U..P to 5
ount in everyday contexts, sometimes skipping numbers - 'I-2-3-5
. Climb and. squeeze themselves into different fypes o $ spaces . Link numerals and amounts: for example, showing the right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5
. Build . Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals
ULL WLth a rﬂ,ng@ Of resources
. Comol . Solve real world mathematical problems with numbers up to 5
omplete inset puzz{es. ; o ;
° Compare sizes, weights etc. using gesture and language - ‘bigger/little/smaller’, “high/low’, ‘tall’, ‘heavy’ ¢ Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, *fewer than
° N . . TU.U( U.bou,t a,n.d, @XPLOW@ ZD a,nd. 3D Shapes (fﬂr ZxampLa, CLWC[QS, W@Ctanglﬁs, tﬁ.ang\.&s fln,d, CMbOLdS) U..SLn,g Lnfov"m{ll O.nd.
otice patterns and arrange thmgs in patterns o (1 L o i
mathematical language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat, ‘round
o Understand posmon through words alone — j:or examp[a, “The ba.g is under the table,” — with no pomtmg
. Describe a familiar route
. DLSCU.SS routes ﬂ.nd. LOCatLOV‘LS, usmg WOV"dS I,Lk,@ ‘Ln, j:V'OYLt Of/ a,n.d, ‘b@hu’ld/
o Make comparisons between obJeLts ralo.tmg to size, \.mgth, WaLgh‘E and capa.atg. « Select shapes appropmﬂdg' ﬂat surfaces
Jor building, a triangular prism for a roof, etc
. COmbLn@ ShaPZS tO mak@ new ones — an arCh, a bngU‘ tV‘LU.n,gLQ, ZtC
. Talk about and identifies the patterns around them. For example: stripes on clothes, designs on rugs and wallpaper. Use
mformaL La.ngum.ge like ‘pomtgr, ‘spottg', ‘blobs’, etc
. Extend and create ABAB patterns — stick, leaf, stick, leaf
. Notice and correct an error in a repeating pattern
° Bagm to describe a sequence of events, real or j'LctLona\., using words such as ‘ﬁrsf, ‘then...
u . Repeat actions that have an effect. . Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials.
t . Explore materials with different properties. . Explore collections of materials with similar and./or different properties
w . Exp\.ora natural materials, indoors and outside. . Talk about what theg see, using a wide vocabu.larg.
. Explore and respond to different natural phenomena. in their setting and. on trips . Begin to make sense o their own life-story and family's history.
. Make connections between the features of their family and other families. . Show interest in dif ferent occupations. « Explore how things work.
. Notice differences between people. . Plant seeds and care for growing plants.
. Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal.
. Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things.
. Explore and talk about different forces they can feel.
. Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice.
. Continue devz[op'mg positive attitudes about the dlfj:zrmczs between pzople.
. Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos.

Engage, Embrace, Care, Achieve
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E o Show attention. o sounds and. music ° Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent something else even though they are not similar
A . Respond. emotionally and. physically to music when it changes . Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls houses, etc
D . Move and dance to music . Make imaginative and. complex ‘small worlds” with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a
. Anticipate phrases and actions in rhgmes and songs, like ‘Peepo' parh
. Explore their voices and enjoy makmg sounds . Explore different materials Jcrezlg, to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make
° Join in with songs and rhgmes, maktng some sounds. o Davdop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them
. Make rhythmical and repetitive sounds o Join different materials and explore different textures.
. Explore a range of soundmakers and instruments and. play them in different ways . Create closed shapes with continuous lines, and begin to use these shapes to represent ob jects
. Notice patterns with strong contrasts and be attracted by patterns resembling the human face o Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle and including details
. Start to make marks intentionally . Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises
. ExpLore paint, using ﬁngers and other parts of their bodies as well as brushes and other tools . Show different emotions in their dmwmgs and paintings, like happmass, sadness, fear, efc
. Express ideas and feelings through making marks, and sometimes give a meaning to the marks they make . Explore colour and colour-mixing
. Enjoy and take part in action songs, such as Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star’ ° Listen with increased attention to sounds.
. Start to develop pre'tmd play, pretending that one object represents another. For example, a child holds a wooden block to her . Respond. to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings
ear and pretends it's a phone )
o Remember and sing entire songs
. Explore different materials, using all their senses to investigate them. Manipulate and play with different materials . ,
. Smg the thch oj: a tone sung bg another person (thLh match’)
o Use their imagination as they consider what they can do with different materials
. Make simole models which exoress their ideas . Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs
P P o Create their own songs or improvise a. song around one they know
L] DLag instruments with increasing control to express their faaangs and ideas.

Engage, Embrace, Care, Achieve www thomasbullock.dneat.org



