
The Ark Nursery Newsletter  
 

This week 

This week we have been learning a new literacy text – beginning by exploring the setting and 
characters and looking at clues before realising our story is the Gruffalo! We are very 
excited to continue our learning and finish reading the story altogether! In maths we have 
been learning how to extend AB colour patterns, practising with cubes, counting bears and 
stickers! As we move into December, we have been learning how to create a collage – by 
ripping and tearing materials to create our own Christmas stockings for our Expressive Arts 
and Design display! We have also been practising singing Nativity songs and learning about 
why we celebrate Christmas through the nativity.  

In phonics – we have learnt some Set 1 sounds – ‘m’, ‘a’, ‘s’ and ‘d’! We are very impressed 
with how well the children have focused learning their sounds already! Here are the QR 
codes of the sounds we have learnt.  

‘m’                 ‘a’                ‘s’             ‘d’   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Next week 

We will continue to learn and retell the story of the Gruffalo. We will be retelling the story 
through different actions. In maths, we will continue our learning of extending AB patterns 
- using outside resources to create our own patterns. We will continue to learn the story of 
the nativity and retell the key events. We will be getting creative and creating Christmas 
crafts for the classroom – baubles, Christmas wreaths and Christingles! We will reflect on 
the importance of gratefulness and how the act of ‘giving’ can be shown in different ways.  

We will also be continuing with our RWI phonics lessons! We will be learning the sounds ‘t’ 
and ‘i’. Here is a QR code to practice these sounds at home!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning links from home: 

Can you retell a familiar story? 

What happened at the start, middle and end of the story? 

What was your favourite part of the story? 

What do the characters look like?  

Can you collect 2 colours of blocks or lego to create an AB pattern? 

 Can you learn a simple clapping rhythm? 

 Children and adult to stand opposite each other. Both clap once, then put hands out to clap 
each other’s hand and repeat. 

  Paper plate and pegs. Children to choose 2/3 colours and peg them in a pattern around 
the paper plate.  



Pasta patterns. Using different types of pasta, children can create a pattern, or necklace if 
using the types with a hole through.  

Have 2 sets of paper cups and explain that they need to be put away in a pattern. Children 
can stack the cups in a pattern and put them away in a cupboard to be used throughout the 

week. 

 

 

 


