
The Ark Nursery Newsletter  
 

This week 

This week we have been reading our new Literacy text called ‘Star in the Jar’! We have 
explored the front cover of the text and created a class story map to retell the story next 
week. In maths, we have been learning all about the number 5 – recognising, counting 
carefully and understanding that the last number when we count, is how many there are 
altogether! We have also continued to learn and recognise shape names as well as counting 
the sides and corners of each shape. Linking to our key literacy text, we have been exploring 
all about space – looking at the Earth, stars, the moon and the sun, and even created our 
own planet paintings!  

In phonics – we have continued with our Set 1 sounds – ‘f’, ‘e’, ‘l’ and ‘h’!  

 



Next week 

We are going to continue learning and exploring our Literacy text ‘Star in the Jar’, focusing 
on orally retelling the story through our whole class story map. We will also be creating our 
own story maps, making marks to retell the beginning, middle and ending of the story. In 
maths, we will continue to learn and consolidate carefully counting and recognition of 
numbers 1 -5. We will look closely at the different ways of making ‘5’ through numicon 
and adding dots to rockets! Linking to our space and planet learning – we will continue to 
look at planet Earth and discuss and explore countries around the world. We will be creating 
our own Valentines Day crafts, discussing who is special to us and why!  

We will also be continuing with our RWI phonics lessons! We will be learning the sounds ‘r’ 
and ‘j’. Here are the QR codes to practice these sounds at home!  

 

 

 

 

 

Learning links from home: 

• Can you spot the number 5 whilst on walks (on car number plates/ door numbers?) 

• Can you point out the number 5 on a clock/ watch/ screen? 

• Dominoes – can you spot the dominoes with 5 dots on them? 

• Can you spot rectangles and squares at home? How many sides do they have? 

• Can you remember what a 5 sided shape is called? 

• Can you point out the birthday cards that show 5 whilst shopping? 

• Can you retell a familiar story? Can you draw what happened at the beginning, 
middle and end? 

• Can you share out 5 toys – some on the bed, and some on the floor? How many are 
in each place? How many altogether? 

• Can you see any stars in the sky? What about the moon? Is it dark or light outside?  

 


